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Pros and Cons of Civil Commitment in the United States
The United States introduced civil commitment due to the shocking number of repeat sexual offenders as an attempt to protect the public from potential repeat offences. Individuals are detained in mental facilities because they are said to have committed their actions due to an abnormal mental state (Rech & Palmore, 2020). These fellows are involuntarily held in medical facilities until they change and are judged to be safe in the community. The benefit of civil commitment is that it provides a way for the government to detain individuals who are very dangerous and have the possibility of repeating sexual crimes. It provides a way of keeping sexual criminals away from the streets, thus protecting potential victims.
However, it is risky because the perpetrators are considered to be having mental issues. The sexual crimes that the offenders commit is blamed on mental disorders, meaning that the state now focuses on mental abnormality instead of punishment. This means that it provides a loophole for the state to fail to justify punishing the wrongdoer under the criminal law. Convicts can make a plea for lesser charges, and deferred adjudications and juvenile adjudications are not considered.
Civil commitment has a reasonable objective of holding up sexual felons and protecting the public from potential sexual criminals (Losey, n.d.). However, it may seem dangerous to put criminals above criminal laws due to their mental disorders. This gives them a gap to plead for lesser offences. It also ignores deferred adjudications and sexual crimes committed by individuals who are considered juveniles. During sexual offence cases, prosecutors should be careful to ensure that a defendant is rightfully categorized as a sexual offender. These records should be used in future cases to effectively protect the public from future potential harm.
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